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Presenter Biographies 

 

 

Mark Bailey - An Overview of Analytical Test Methods for NOA  

 

Thomas Zdeb - An Overview of Key Things to Consider When Designing a Construction Project Involving 

Naturally Occurring Asbestos (NOA) – Setting the Stage For Success  

 

Tom Zdeb is a California Professional Geologist (PG), a Certified Industrial Hygienist 

(CIH) and a California Certified Asbestos Consultant (CAC).. He holds an Undergraduate 

Degree in Chemistry from the University of California, San Diego and a Master’s Degree 

in Geological Sciences from San Diego State University. Over the past 20 plus years he 

has prepared and implemented multiple air monitoring plans written to address worker and 

community exposures from construction activities involving the large scale excavation of 

materials containing manmade and Naturally Occurring Asbestos (NOA). He is the 

Principle Author of the Comprehensive Air Monitoring Plan used at the Calaveras Dam 

Replacement Project (CDRP) located in Northern California which has been recognized as 

the largest, most highly technical exposure prevention and monitoring programs in the 

country. He currently leads the Project Design Group that is a part of the International Association of Engineering 

Geologists (IAEG) Commission on NOA. 

 

Oliver Barker - Towards a Model for the Permanent Eradication of Mine Related Asbestos Pollution in 

South Africa 

 

EXPERTISE: Engineering, Exploration, Economic & Environmental Geology & Project 

Management  

ACADEMIC BACKGROUND: BSc.(Hons)(Geol)(Witwatersrand); MSc.(Witwatersrand). 

Accredited University courses in Economics (2 years), Applied Economics and Business 

Economics and one year of Law.  

PROFESSIONAL ACCREDITATION:  

• Registered Natural Scientist; South African Council for Natural Scientists. (Pr.Sci. Nat).  

• Member, Association of Engineering Geologists (AEG).  

• Fellow, S.A. Institute of Engineering and Environmental Geologists.  

• Fellow, South African National Institute for Rock Engineers.  

• Fellow, Geological Society of South Africa.  

 

In addition to the MSc. dissertation, more than 150 technical reports have been authored or co-authored on a 

diversity of earth science projects. Published papers include those on economic, exploration and engineering 

geology and contributions to the definitive series of books on Engineering Geology of South Africa. President of 

SAIEG 2003 to 2004. Chair of the South Africa Section of the AEG (1996 - 2010).  

 

Currently I am a Regional Director of AEG responsible for all members outside the USA. Convenor – 

Palaeoseismology 2000 Short Course and Workshop – Stellenbosch, November 2000. Married with four children. 



Interests include mountaineering, mountain biking, ecology, education and music. Past Chair of the Johannesburg 

Nursery School Training College PTA and Junior, Senior and High School PTA’s of Sacred Heart College, 

Johannesburg. Floyd T Johnson award 2003 of the Association of Engineering Geologists (USA) for services to 

engineering geology. Awarded the 2010 Gold Medal by SAIEG (S.A. Institute of Engineering and Environmental 

Geologists). I have been a full member of the AEG since October 1976. I joined as an associate member in 1973. 

All my career I have aimed to apply high standards of care in the conduct of my professional work with a view to 

combining environmentally sensitive solutions with my work.  

 

Sarah Kalika - Asbestos Monitoring in Construction Site Air - Unexpected Challenges to Construction Site 

Monitoring 

 

Bachelor of Science, Geological Sciences, University of California, Santa Barbara, 2002 

Professional Geologist (California) 

Certified Asbestos Consultant (California) 

Lead in Construction Inspector / Assessor and Supervisor (California Department of 

Public Health Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Bureau)  

 

Sarah Kalika has approximately 19 years of experience as a geologist in the 

environmental consulting industry and a Bachelor of Science in Geological Sciences 

from the University of California, Santa Barbara.  She has performed primarily 

environmental geoscience investigations during her career including Phase I & II property transactions, asbestos 

and lead surveys for renovations and demolitions, abatement oversight, geologic mapping and sampling for the 

presence of naturally occurring asbestos, asbestos dust mitigation plan preparation, area air monitoring for 

asbestos, construction storm water pollution prevention plan preparations and inspections, and health and safety 

plan preparation.  She has successfully managed the investigation, regulatory agency interaction, documentation, 

and cleanup of many complex, high profile, and confidential development projects, including schools, agricultural 

redevelopment, commercial and residential properties, highways, and rail corridors.  

 

As a California Certified Asbestos Consultant and Professional Geologist, Ms. Kalika has a unique combination 

of expertise with applying regulations originally written for asbestos in building materials to construction projects 

that impact asbestos occurring naturally within rock and soil.  Ms. Kalika is skilled in navigating the often-

complicated assortment of regulations that apply to asbestos and asbestiform minerals and provides awareness 

training sessions for workers who will interact with asbestos-containing soil or rock on jobsites. Ms. Kalika is a 

frequent public speaker and performs presentations for consulting companies, school districts, commercial 

property managers, and members of the Association of Environmental & Engineering Geologists.    

 

Erell Léocat - Carto PMAi - a Project to Evaluate Worker and Public Populations Exposure to Elongate 

Mineral Particles of Interest 

 

Erell Léocat is an engineering geologist, specialized in endogeneous rocks petrology and 

geochemistry in relationship with tectonic structures to characterize the occurrence of 

specific minerals. She holds geology degrees at University of Occidental Britany (BA and 

MS) and at the University Paris 11 (PhD). She has previously held positions at the 

university as teacher and research assistant before working on Naturally Occurring 

Asbestos in a private laboratory first and presently for the French construction industry 

organism for occupational health and safety. 

 

  


